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FRED GALVAI: 


UNESCO AND ISRAEL 
ANNCR: 


NEMS AUALYST FRED GALVAT? EXAHIN:S AN ACTION TAKEN BY A UNESCO 
CUMITED MATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIZHTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION) 
MORKING CONMITTEE IN NATROBI THURSDAY, 

VOICE: 

THERE HAS HORE THAH A TOUCH OF THE THEATER OF THE ABSURD 
IN THE WORKING COMMITTEE'S CORDE'WATION OF ISRAEL FOR ALLEGED 
VIOLATIOUS OF ARAD EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL RIGIITS IN ISRAEL'S 
OCCUPITD TERRITORIES, A DRAFT RESOLUTION CONTAE! ENG THE 
COMDENMATEON “AS APPROVED THURSDAY BY A 'IORKING COMMITTET LY AN 
CVERMHELIUING MAJORITY -- OHLY THE UNITED STATES AND FIVE OTHER 
COUNTSIFS OPPOSED IT. HOST “EST EYROPEAH AND LATIN AMERICAN 
BATIONS ARSTAIRED. 

THE CEUSURE CEOHTERS ON THAT THE DRAFT RESOLUTIOHM CALLS 
ISRAEL'S SYSTEMATIC CULTURAL ASSTHILATION IN THE OCCUPTEN LANDS, 


THE VOTE CAME VELL IN ADYANCE OF THE EXPECTED DEPARTURE OF 


NESCO FACT-FISDEHG MISSTOH TO THE OCCUPIED AREAS. ISRAEL 
JUST THIS MEEK AGRFED TO PET%:!IT THE MISSION TO VISIT THE::, CUT 
THURSDAY'S ACTION IN HAIROST -- AS ISRAELI SOURCES HAVE 
THEICATED -- RAISES THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ISRAELI] WITHDRAAL 
OF SUCH PERMISSION. 
ASERICAH DELEGATE RORERT KAM! POE'TED OUT THAT HIS DELEGATIOH 
OPPOSED THE DRAFT RESOLUTION BECAUST IT CONDEMNS ISRAEL BEFORE 
THE UNESCO FACT-FINDING GROUP HAS EVFN UNDFRTAKEH ITS Jos. 
THE DRAFT RESOLUTION, THE AMERICAN DEL®GATE ADDED, IS CONTRARY 
TO ELEHEHTAL PRINCIPLES OF FAIRNESS AND EQUITY. CERTAINLY 


THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT TH! DOCUHENT PREJUDGES THE FACTS 
OF THE CASE INVOLVED. 
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THAT SUCH A PREJUDGHENT OF THE ISSUE OF ISRAEL*S OCCUPIED 


TERRITORIES WILL HAVE REPERCUSSIONS HERE IN THE UNITED STATES 

IS CERTAIN, THOSE REPERCUSSIONS COULD WELL FURTHER ERODE THE 
AMERICAN PUBLIC'S SUPPORT FOR UNESCO, ANOTHER MEHMER OF THE 
AMERICAN DELEGATION -- CONGRESSIAI! ROSERT QUIS OF HINMESOTA -- 
INDICATED THIS. HE SAID HE GELIEVES THE DRAFT RESOLUTION'S 
CONDEMNATION OF ISRAEL WILL MA“E IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR CONGRESS 
TO APPROVE FUTURE UNESCO FUNDING, OR RELEASE FUNDS IT FROZE LAST 
YEAR. 

THE CONGRESSIONAL FREEZE CAME IN REACTION TO THE UNESCO 1974 
CONFERENCE'S EXCLUSIO/ OF ISRAEL FROM ITS EUROPEAN REGIONAL 
GROUPING -~ IN EFFECT AN ACT OF OSTRACISI GY UNESCO. CONGRESSIONAL 
ADVOCATES OF THE FRECZFE ON U.S, FUNDING ARGUED THAT UNESCO'S 
ACTION “AS COHTRARY TO UNESCO'S CHARTER, THE CHARTER FORBIDS 
THE ORGANIZATION FROM INTRUDING ITSELF INTO POLITICAL SITUATIONS 
BY DISTORTING ITS EDUCATIONAL, SCICNTIFIC AND CULTURAL HISSION. 
IN Af! OBVIOUS EFFORT TO REMEDY THE SITUATION, THE UNESCO 
CONFERENCE SOHE DAYS AGO RESCIHMED ITS BAN ON ISRAEL'S 
PARTICIPATION IN ITS REGIONAL CODIES. THIS WAS INITIALLY SEEI’ 
AS A CONCILIATORY GESTURE GY THOSE OPPOSING THE BAN -- INCLUDING 
ISRAEL. IT WAS IN THE WAKE OF THAT CO!IFERENCE ACTION THAT 
ISRAEL APPROVED THE FACT-FINDING MISS1OM UNESCO WAS TO SEND TO THE 
OCCUPIED AREAS. 

BUT THE ACTION BY THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE SUGGESTS THAT 
UNESCO HAS FALLEN INTO A TRAP MUCH LIKS THAT MENTIONED IN “ALICE 
IH MONDERLAND" ... OF REIIDERING ITS “SENTENCE FIRST=-VERDICT 
AFTER. 
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